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Kobe Studies, International Communication Course,
Kobe City University of Foreign Studies
First Semester 2013

Class Hour: Mondays, 4th Period (14:25-15:55)

Class Location: Room 612 (1F, 4L [E#FZE4E)

Instructor: Keisuke Nakashima, Associate Professor
Office Hours: Make appointments by e-mail in advance.
E-mail: info@knakashima.net

Course Website: www.knakashima.net/lecturers

1. Theme and Objectives

This class focuses on linkages between the city of Kobe and the global economy or society.
Students are required to conduct literature survey, data gathering, or interview from
different angles of the city (i.e., history, culture, religion, education, architecture, fashion,
disaster prevention, tourism, politics, and business). The results are to be reported to the
class as PowerPoint presentations (in English). The goal of the class is to educate global
citizens with a two-way perspective to understand today’s rapidly changing world through
Kobe and the city through the world, and with practical, problem-solving skills.
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2. Evaluation
Students are evaluated by their attendances (15%), class participations (15%), and final
presentations (70%). There are no final exams/reports.
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3. Guidelines for Classwork

No credits will be given to those who miss the class more than 5 times.

Send an e-mail notification of absence in advance.

Submit an e-mail address (PC) to create a mailing list in the first class.

As this course requires commitments for research and preparation for presentation
through the semester, it is not recommended for senior students who may be busy
with job hunting.
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4. Textbooks and Reference Materials

No required/assigned textbooks. Printed copies will be provided when necessary.
BRE-RERFIHVEEAN BEIISCTT VMR T D,

5. Course Description and Schedule

The first one-third of the course is for a general introduction to the study, lectures
to help select a research topic, and instructions for research and presentation.
Depending on the class size and students' common interests, research and
presentation may be conducted in small groups.

The second one-third is for individual (or group) works and instructions for
research and presentation.

The last one-third is final presentations, which are to be evaluated by the instructor
and the classmates.
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4/8—Introduction to the class.
4/15, 4/22, 4/30 (Tue)—Introduction to Kobe Studies, exploring and deciding research

topics.

5/13, 5/20, 5/27, 6/3, 6/10—Research, interview, etc.
6/17, 6/24, 7/1—Writing a script and making presentation slides.
7/8, 7122, 7/29—Final presentations.

6. Other Information

This course is directly linked to "Publication Studies” in the second semester. Students
who decide to take "Publication Studies" will write a paper in English based on research
findings from "Kobe Studies." Therefore, for those who are registered with "Kobe
Studies,” the other course is optional. On the other hand, for those who wish to take
"Publication Studies,” "Kobe Studies" is a requirement.
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Lecture 1, 4/8/2013, Introduction to the Class

Assignments for the next class:
1. Submit a first draft of concept paper.

o Contents: To explore and find a topic interests you, start a basic research by
collecting some literatures, statistical data, and media news. There are many
angles that you can examine/analyze Kobe’s linkages with outside worlds—
namely, politics, international relations, public finance, business, history,
culture, religion, education, architecture, fashion, immigration, etc. Pick one or
two angles that you may want to try. Briefly, explain why you are interested in
looking at Kobe from the angles and, to the extent possible, explain what kinds
of Kobe’s problems that you expect to find out from your research.
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o Format: The paper should be in English. About a half page (A4), no longer
than one page. Send it to Nakashima’s e-mail address (info@knakashima.net)
as text message (no file attachment).

o0 Paper Due: Sunday, April 14, 2013, 10PM



